292            THREE YEARS IN MANIPUR

wise. Thus we reached 100 yards from
the enemy, where we lay for about five
minutes, firing at the only thing we could
see, pufifs of smoke from the enemy's loop-
holes, and covered with the dust of their
bullets. I had seen one man clean killed
at my side, and had felt a sharp flick under
arm, and began to think we were in for about
as much as we could manage ; but the men
were behaving splendidly, firing carefully
and well directed. I signalled the supports
to come up wide on each flank ; they came
with a splendid rush and never stopped on
joining the firing line, but went clean on
to the bank of the river, within sixty yards
of the enemy, lying down and firing at their
heads, which could now be seen as they
raised them to fire; then the former firing line
jumped up and we rushed into the water. I
was first in, but not first out, as I got in up
to my neck and had to be helped out and
got across nearer to the bridge, the men
fixing bayonets in the water.